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1, Daring & conference held at the SED Party headquarters in Berlin on 22 
March, Wilhelm Fleck complained that not all delegates to the People 5 s 
Congress were giving that body their full support* He stated that soma 
CDU and LDP members were trying to Halt the scope of its activities* 

It was dote mined, therefore, that the Volks rat (Popular Aaseshly of the 
People’s Congress; would operate by majority rule so that dissenters, 
who might otherwise be supported by the unanimity rule, could be over- 
ridden. The Volksrat would be the sovereign body of a parliament con- 
cerned not only with peace and Gorman unity, but also with all the 
questions within the normal province of a national assembly, be these 
questions constitutional, economic, social, or legal. 


2. Pieek went on to state that a broad wave of national feeling should bo 
set Into motion. The IFD in the western zones should drop its inhibitions 
against nationalistic slogans. The supreme task of the SED in the ceding 
months would be that of organizing a national referendum on the question 
of German unity* Piack said that this referendum should not be sponsored 
by the People’s Congress or the Volksrat, but simply by "groups of honest 
Germans’’, so that the western powers would have no excuse for prohibiting 
it* The constitutions of the Lander of the American Zone all provide tfetffc 
a list of signatures of ten per cent of the electorate is sufficient to 
force the government to place an Issue before the public. The issue on 
the referendum would be phrasedt "I am for a united Germany) I am in 
favor of a German Republic". Pieek predicted that, when confronted with 
this statement, no German voter would be able to say no. He was convinced 
that the signatures of a majority of the voters would be obtained. 


3. Kurt Lichtenstein, a delegate from Dusseldorf, remarked that. In the 

British Zone where the lender have no constitutions, a referendum would 
have to be staged according to the provisions of the Weimar Constitution. 
Walter Ulbrieht pointed out that the referendum would only be the starting 
point. The "groups of honest Germans" won ty SED-KFD tactics would be 
formed into committees to supplement the SSD cadres in the mobilisation of 
the masses to support German unity. 
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4. It was conceded in the course of the conference that all hope for gaining 
recognition for the SED in the western zones was lost. The SSD-KPD 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft is to be considered a flat failure. It is also re al- 
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